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SEVENTEEN days to go, and is the sleeping giant that is the voting public of Victoria 
starting to stir?  
 
Maybe within the political parties and the media there is some life, but no great uprising of 
public interest yet. 
 
That tells me there is no group waiting with a baseball bat for either party. Maybe the 
electorate has made up its mind, but apart from the normal allegiances I doubt it. About 40 
per cent of the public will vote for the Coalition, 40 per cent Labor, leaving 20 per cent in just 
over 10 seats deciding who will be the next government. 
 
Three things have caught my attention this last week. 
 
Firstly, Daniel Andrews taking the media to the clearance sale of livestock from his parent’s 
property because his father is terminally ill. I am sorry for Daniel and his family, terminal 
illnesses are always very difficult and normally private experiences to endure. But taking the 
media with you? Daniel said he did not want to lose a day’s campaigning, but the public 
would have understood and there was nothing stopping him making an election commitment 
with the media before heading to the farm. 
 
I never used my children in any campaigning until they were old enough to vote and decide 
for themselves whether to be involved in my career. The media honoured my request for their 
privacy. Family to me is sacrosanct, particularly children. Our wives (or husband, in the case 
of Joan Kirner’s husband, Ron) get involved in whole or part, but in the main as a result of 
our occupational choices which are not theirs. 
 
I felt uncomfortable with Daniel’s decision as I did when I heard him on radio on Monday 
using his visits to his father in hospital to criticise the health system. I am sure his father is 
getting the very best of care. Again, it seems a step too far. 
 
I have been in public and private hospitals recently and see nothing but a very dedicated work 
force. 
 
Secondly, on Sunday Denis Napthine launched the Coalition’s campaign in Ballarat. 
 
I drove to and back from the event on my own to reflect on Victoria and its future. I found 
myself very proud of this state and what we have achieved as a community over the past 15 
years. 
 
That is not to say there have not been differing views, at times protests, or that we could have 
done some things better, but Victoria is in a pretty good position today. I am very proud to be 
a Victorian. Denis’s address was more about the future and what a Coalition government 
would do to keep driving our opportunities over the years ahead. That makes sense given he 
starts from the strongest financial position of any government in the country, including the 
Federal Government. 
 
As I watched Denis I was reminded again what a decent fellow he is, and with his wife Peggy 
and son Tom, how political success has left them all so unaffected. No ego, not comfortable 
giving speeches, not comfortable giving man hugs. Just a wonderfully decent human being. 
 



Having just finished reading Tim Colebatch’s biography of Dick Hamer, Denis has many of 
Dick’s qualities; in particular, humility and decency. It is not Denis to criticise Tony Abbott 
and his Federal Government for introducing a new petrol tax 17 days before our state 
election. I would have said something like: “Fine for Tony to be calling us all to arms for 
‘Team Australia’, but what about ‘Team Liberal’.” But not Denis. 
 
For me the launch, while containing many good policy initiatives for our future, only now 
affordable because the Coalition has managed our financial affairs well, was again reflecting 
on the qualities and values of Denis Napthine than the actual commitments being made. 
 
But I should not have been surprised, as Denis and Peggy provided home and family for many 
young souls well before he was elected to Parliament, and he is a vet. For all of us households 
with pets, we all trust our vets! Of course we do, and that is why we can trust Denis Napthine. 
He does not have a mean bone in his body, but he is prepared to make the tougher decisions 
when required. 
 
Thirdly, the PUPs let off wind! I do not mean to be rude to any of their candidates. I know 
none of them and, as Clive Palmer said, they are ordinary Victorians. I always encourage 
anyone who wishes to offer themself for parliamentary service. But under the Palmer United 
Party banner? If any of them felt strongly enough to stand as candidates, why not stand as 
independents? 
 
I resent an individual who has never shown any real interest in Victorian affairs flying to 
Melbourne in his own jet, announcing his team of candidates then flying out. What an insult 
to us all. Does he take us for fools? Clive says he wants to win the balance of power in the 
Upper House, for no other reason than to disrupt whoever forms government. Have we not 
had enough of minority governments? I hope the public put PUP candidates last, as I will, and 
repel a party that has absolutely no interest in our welfare. PUP’s only interest is self-interest. 
 
Finally, the polls all seem to be favouring the ALP. I do not feel the evidence of those 
margins when I move around the state. I do not believe Victorians will risk all we have gained 
in the past few years, for a union-dominated Labor Cabinet. All but two of the 23 of Daniel 
Andrews’ shadow Cabinet are union members. Of course, you and I will work with whoever 
is duly elected, but be under no illusion, if Labor wins it will not be Daniel and his MPs 
running the state but the faceless men of the union movement. Given only 13 per cent of 
workers are union members, it would mean the other 87 per cent will not only be not 
represented, but our interests worked against. 
 
What is really at risk right now is that public confidence will be lost in Victoria over the next 
18 months, and if that occurs it will take years to rebuild as it took in the early 1990s. Please 
think carefully about what you are voting for, as opposed to what you are voting against. 
Have a good day. 
 
 


