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Denis Napthine and his son Tom share a joke at the Liberal party state election launch in 
Ballarat. Photo: Angela Wylie 
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■About 200,000 families with a four-year-old in kindergarten will receive a $100 rebate. 
■$3.9 billion of funding to buy 170 new trains and trams over the next 10 years if the 
Coalition wins. 
 
Victorian parents will get a $100 rebate on kindergarten fees and $3.9 billion for new trams 
and trains if the Coalition wins government on November 29. 
 
Launching the Liberal Party’s campaign in Ballarat, taking in the state’s most marginal seat, 
Premier Denis Napthine told the 500-strong crowd “let’s build the future together”. 
 
“The Coalition government recognises that young families are feeling cost-of-living pressures 
and this is simple, effective and financially responsible way to help ease those pressures,” Dr 
Napthine said. 
 
The kindergarten deal will cost an estimated $23 million over four years and benefit about 
200,000 families. 
 
The premier also announced a $75 million youth employment strategy offering vouchers of 
up to $2000 to businesses who employ people aged 15 to 24 who have been unemployed for 
more than six months. 
 
Employers who qualify for the scheme will also be eligible for WorkCover rebates and 
payroll tax exclusions for up to a year. 
 
Last month, Labor promised a similar scheme, offering a $1000 payroll tax rebate to 
companies that hire young unemployed people, retrenched workers or the long-term 
unemployed. 
 
Deputy Premier Peter Ryan said the Coalition would win the election. 
 
The latest Fairfax/Ipsos poll shows Labor leading the Coalition on a two-party preferred basis 
by 56 per cent to 44 per cent. 
 
The Coalition pledged $3.9 billion for 170 new trains and trams over the next 10 years; 75 
trains are for Melbourne, 75 E-class trams and 24 V/Locity rail cars are for the regional areas. 
 
Another 12 X’Trapolis trains will be ordered from Ballarat-based Alstom, which warned last 
month it could be forced to close its factory, leading to the loss of 70 jobs, because it had no 
work from next June. 
 
Dr Napthine promised $100 million for the regional cities infrastructure fund and claimed the 
Labor opposition was a “city-centric, union-dominated party who doesn’t know, doesn’t care 
about country Victoria”. 
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Australian Industry Group’s Victorian director Tim Piper said he was pleased both parties 
were recognising employers need support in order to employ people. He said payroll tax 
should be reduced. 
 
“Employers consider payroll tax to be a tax on employment. There shouldn’t just be a raising 
of the threshold there should be across the board cuts,” Mr Piper called for. 
 
“We have heard promises by both parties before that have not been carried through. We 
sincerely hope whatever the promises are and whoever is making them do actually make them 
happen and don’t find a reason once elected not to do that.” 
 
Mr Piper said he had been calling on both parties to commit to purchasing new trains with a 
minimum of 50 per cent of the train produced locally. 
 
“This is something we have lobbied the governments for about 10 years and pleased they 
have both recognised the need to support local jobs, businesses and retain in the jobs in 
Australia. It’s about time.” 
 
Former premiers Jeff Kennett and Ted Baillieu were in the audience as well as federal 
senators including Scott Ryan and Mitch Fifield. 
 
Before the Premier’s speech, Planning Minister Matthew Guy, who many have tipped will 
lead the party should it lose the election, also spoke and slammed the opposition as “ghosts of 
Brackses and Brumbys past”. 
 
“We are hungry for that second term,” Mr Guy said. 
 
Earlier, the campaign launch was interrupted by about 60 protesters, believed to be organised 
by Trades Hall. 
 
Protesters, angry at ambulance waiting times and wage negotiations which are still to be 
resolved, yelled at the attendees, “Can you hold your breath for 23 minutes?” Another 
protester yelled at a man and a woman with a walking frame, asking if the government bought 
it for them. Staff were forced to block the entrance with cars which featured Liberal slogans 
and MPs’ faces. 
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