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The Minerals Council of Australia is urging parliament to avoid making a false choice 
between coal production and a low-emissions future, arguing new coal-generation 
technologies can reduce carbon pollution by 40-50 per cent.  
 
In its submission to the Senate inquiry into the retirement of coal-fired power stations, the 
MCA seizes on the closure of Hazelwood power station in Victoria and September’s 
statewide blackout in South Australia to argue for retention of Australia’s competitive 
advantage in low-cost electricity. 
 
The MCA submission comes as the federal government expresses concern to the Obama 
administration about US-funded “green lawfare” campaigns to derail the $16 billion Adani 
coal project in central Queensland. 
 
At this week’s UN climate change conference in Marrakech, Morocco, Environment Minister 
Josh Frydenberg told US Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz he was concerned about reports — 
based on leaked emails — that US-funded activist groups with links to the Democrats were 
campaigning to kill the project. Mr Frydenberg told Mr Moniz during an hour-long meeting 
that activist groups were “trying to interrupt” the Adani plans by using vexatious litigation, 
although the coalmine proposal had been subjected to rigorous environmental approvals. 
 
Lodging its submission to the Senate inquiry, the MCA submitted that coal accounted for 62 
per cent of Australia’s electricity generation and should remain the dominant power 
generation fuel until at least 2050. It pushed for an energy-neutral approach to securing 



Australia’s power needs, saying this would ensure Victoria’s Latrobe Valley still had a “big 
future” in coming decades. 
 
The council cited estimates putting Victoria’s recoverable brown-coal resources at about 
465 years’ worth of production. 
 
It urged a greater focus on new low-emissions solutions for the coal-fired power sector, 
warning that neglect would punish future generations. “Ignoring new coal generation will 
lead to higher prices and unreliable supply,” the submission said. “Modelling conducted for 
the Victorian government already shows that the Hazelwood closure will mean households 
can expect an annual price increase of up to $100, with larger increases for small 
businesses.” 
 
The MCA submission proposed the adoption of “high-efficiency low-emissions” technologies 
capable of producing more energy per unit of coal, while reducing emissions by up to 50 per 
cent. It advocated further development of carbon capture and storage technology, which it 
says offers the promise of reducing emissions by up to 90 per cent. 
 
The MCA submission also took aim at the ability of renewable energy to provide reliable and 
cost-effective energy. 
 
To generate sufficient power to meet Australia’s current demands, the MCA said, would 
require an array of solar panels covering 4000 sq km — twice the area of Sydney. 
 
 


