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Most Australians, including sometimes contrary crossbench senators, 
have quickly recognised the value of the Turnbull government 
strengthening our citizenship laws. To the irritation of many in 
working-class Labor heartland seats, however, some opposition MPs 
have responded to the changes with contempt, leaving the party 
floundering in disarray. By dismissing basic, essential reforms as “dog 
whistling”, Labor MPs seem intent on pandering to the faux 
sophistication of inner-city elites. That out-of-touch demographic 
increasingly belongs to the Greens who, predictably, have rejected 
the changes to the citizenship test as “patronising”. 
 
Bill Shorten has been slow out of the blocks in providing leadership 
on such a serious social and economic issue. The Opposition Leader 
has fallen back on cliches, promising to review the changes in detail 
and claiming that Malcolm Turnbull is “just trying to save his own 
job”. The Prime Minister and Immigration Minister Peter Dutton are 
acting appropriately, lifting the bar for new citizens by reasserting 
Australian values and ensuring newcomers are well-equipped to 
participate in the best of what Australia has to offer. One of the most 
important reforms is the elevation of the present “basic” English 
language requirement to “competent”, including speaking, reading 
and writing skills. As Mr Turnbull said: “Does anybody doubt that if 
you want to succeed, that if you even want to have a chance of 
succeeding in Australia, you need to be able to speak English?” 
 
In line with many other nations, citizenship applicants will be 
required to have been resident in Australia for four years instead of 
only 12 months and to have spent no more than 12 months in total 
out of the country during those four years. In demanding applicants’ 
employment records, tax payments and schooling for children, the 
government will ensure potential citizens are serious about 
integrating and contributing to Australian society. Abolition of 
unlimited attempts to pass the citizenship test and an automatic fail 



for cheats also will strengthen the vetting process. Sensibly, the 
government has circumvented the likelihood of a rush of applications 
under the previous slacker regime by bringing the new rules into 
effect from yesterday. 
 
Given concerns over Islamist terror around the world and the 
radicalisation of young people in schools such as Punchbowl Boys 
High in southwest Sydney, it is appropriate that new rules will target 
religious extremism. 
 
The attitude of some Muslims to husbands beating their wives, 
occasional instances of under-age “marriage”, and problems such as 
the genital mutilation of girls and the restriction of girls’ education 
are anathema to Australian values. It is only fair, to potential 
newcomers and the rest of the nation, that Australian values be 
made clear from the outset. 
 
The news that social welfare fraud checks will be imposed for the 
first time raises the question: why has it taken until now? The 
inclusion of domestic violence, gang-related activity and organised-
crime associations in police checks is also a no-brainer. 
 
From English and Irish prisoners on convict ships 230 years ago to the 
250 Yazidis who survived the Islamic State genocide in Syria and now 
live in Wagga Wagga in regional NSW, Australia has evolved as the 
most successful multicultural nation in the world. 
 
The government’s changes, in response to global geopolitical and 
social changes, will serve to protect and strengthen our society. 
 
 


