
Modelling failure 

The report by your environment editor is noteworthy: the latest edition of 
journal Nature includes a paper suggesting that even a doubling of carbon 
dioxide levels is unlikely to raise temperatures to IPCC prediction rates and that 
other scientists have said that a doubling could produce temperature increases 
“as low as 1C” (“CO2 threat ‘high but not alarming’ ”, 18/1). Such scientists are 
reported as referring to other factors that have played a greater role in warming 
than acknowledged by climate models. 

This is the conclusion reached by many climate analysts and is a significant 
reason for the worldwide failure by government agencies in modelling 
predictions of potentially dangerous temperature levels. 

It is false to base our new energy policies on the supposed need to reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions perceived as raising temperatures. Yet that is what the 
experts advising Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg are doing, and he is 
adopting. 

Des Moore, South Yarra, Vic  

Lomborg is right to put hunger before climate change theory 

Bjorn Lomborg has once again given us commonsense advice to spend our 
money on mitigating hunger rather than our futile attempts to alter climate 
change, which have an adverse effect on the production and affordability of 
food (“Billions wasted while poor starve”, 19/1). King Canute would have 
appreciated how misguided we are, but the youth of affluent countries hear only 
about climate change, and rarely if ever about hunger relief. Concentrated 
efforts on the former have one overpowering effect — a dopamine-like inner 
glow inside the minds of advocates of windmills and gigantic batteries. 

Dave Kirkham, Frenchs Forest, NSW   

In highlighting the moral perversity of contributing to global hunger through 
climate policies, Bjorn Lomborg overlooks the natural agricultural solution to 
malnutrition. It is an increase in atmospheric carbon dioxide and a rise in 
temperature. This is demonstrated by the six-fold increase in US corn 
production since 1950 and the greening of the planet over the past 25 years.The 
world’s present population is fortunate in that the recent increase in atmospheric 
CO2 is coinciding with a gradual warming of the Earth. This started more than 
300 years ago at the end of the little ice age, and more than 200 years before 



humans made a significant contribution to atmospheric CO2 starting in the early 
1950s. 

Dan Wood, Pullenvale, Qld 

  

 


